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Discussion Notes 
After Presentation "Introduction to Maharashtra"

· Maharashtra's per capita income figures are below the Indian average despite the urban centres of Mumbai, Pune and others.

· Why is the sugar sector so powerful?

The sugar price is supported by the government. The sugar mills are subsidised. The irrigation water is subsidised (sugar cane production uses 75% of the states irrigation water). 

The prosperity of the sucar cane area does not come from sugar, but from alcohol brewed from gur (molasses). 

The sugar processing is largely cooperative and thus the wealth from sugar is relatively well distributed.

99% of sugar industry products (sugar and alcohol) are sold in-country.

· In India the fresh vegetable markets are starved. Thus vegetable production is a good economic opportunity, and there is a good potential for small farmers to grow vegetables. However, traditionally vegetable growing is the task of a particular cast, the "malis", and there is some hesitance of other casts to enter vegetable cultivation.

· Wage rates in Maharashtra?

In Mumbai around 100 Rs./day, in the sugar growing areas maybe 50 Rs./day, in other rural areas it may be as low as 20 Rs.

· Income from different crops?

Region
Konkan
Desh
Vidarbha

Crop
Paddy
Sorghum
Cotton

Income per acre
2500 Rs.
2000 Rs.
Rs. 1500

